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Acwes SAMUELSON, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Jounw Fox Laks, Shenandoah. 
W. R, Oronwarp, Council Bluffs. 

A. M. Devos, Des Moines. 

Mas. D. 8S. Humeston, Albia 


Juuia A. Ropinson, Secretary 
Hetex, ATEN, Reference Librarian. 


‘Grace C. Murpny, Librarian, Traveling Library. 


Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 
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Governor Hammill on County 
Libraries 


With paved roads and easier 
means of communication in this 
state, I believe that the efficient 
library of the future will consist 
of a county library system with 
one large collection somewhere in 
the county and with branches 
seattered throughout the county. 
This system will mean that every 
resident in the county can have 
available for use any book in the 
county. 




















(ows Litrary Associetiog, 1080) 


A regional library meeting, includ- 
ing the states of Iowa, Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota, Wisconsin 
and possibly Nebraska, will be held at 
St. Paul, Minnesota, October 8-11, in- 

ive. 

This will take the place of the state 
meeting for Iowa for 1930. 


Chairman—Clarice Baird, Osceola. 


Middle East—Maquoketa, April 30th 
Chairman—Mayme Walters, Tipton 


Northeast—Oelwein, May 2nd : 
Chairman—Mrs. W. R. Halden, Grundy 
Center. 
Middle West and Northwest—Sioux City, 
May 6th 
Chairman—Grace Hanson, Odebolt. 


North Central—Britt, May 7th 
Chairman—Mrs. M. J. Bowman, Clear 
Lake. 


Central—Boone, May 9th 
Chairman—Nellie Hopper, Jefferson. 


The following subjects are suggested 
for informal talks at all the meetings: 

1. How to keep the library up to standard 
with the large number of questionable books 
now being published. 

2. Does the average librarian wait on her 
public too much? 

3. Relievirg crowded shelves and how to 
decide what books to discard. 

4. How to care for pamphlets. 

There will also be a formal speaker 
at each meeting. We are unable to an- 
nounce these speakers yet. 


Books, non-fiction, fiction and juve- 
nile, will form an important part of 
each program, and county libraries, the 
Black Hawk County Demonstration 
and other association matters will be 
presented by the following representa- 
tives of the Iowa Library Association 
at the different meetings: 




















Albia—Cornelia Rhynsberger. 
Clarinda—Grace C. Murphy. 
Maquoketa—Joanna Hagey.. 
Oelwein—J. Sidney Johnson. 
Sioux City—Forrest Spaulding. 
Britt—Opal Tanner. 
Boone—Harriet Turner. 


The places we trust will make one 
meeting available to every library in 
the state by auto, bus or railroad. We 
also hope that many trustees may find 
it possible to accompany their libra- 
rians to these meetings. 


Black Hawk County Demonstration 

The various committees carrying on 
work in connection with this demon- 
stration have been most industrious. 
The County Library Committee has 
adopted a budget for funds and books 
needed which the other committees are 
trying to secure. 

Mrs. Adams, chairman of the library 
Extension Committee of the Iowa Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, has carried 
on correspondence with all the county 
chairmen of the state and has received 
replies from most of the counties indi- 
cating that they were collecting books 
some of which have been sent to Miss 
Wieder at Waterloo. 

Much interest in the Black Hawk 
County Demonstration was manifest at 
the recent meeting of the Executive 
Board and committees of the Iowa Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs. 

The following counties have made no 
reply though possibly they are at work: 
Adair, Boone, Carroll, Cass, Cherokee, 
Clinton, Davis, Delaware, Emmet, 
Floyd, Hancock, Harrison, Howard, 
Iowa, Jackson, Jasper, Kossuth, Lee, 
Louisa, Lucas, Marion, Marshall, Mitch- 
ell, Monona, Monroe, Muscatine, Os- 
ceola, Plymouth, Pocahontas, Ringgold, 
Sac, Story, Taylor, Van Buren. It 
might be well for librarian to call up 
county chairman, inquire what is being 
done and offer her assistance. 

It has been suggested that the books 
shall be left at the library and the li- 
brarian should welcome them and offer 
to send them to Waterloo if it is de- 
sired. Later on the librarians them- 
selves will be asked to loan books and 
possibly they will have books to con- 
tribute. 








The Publicity Committee under 
Story has sent out monthly pub 
letters, including also suggested news 
paper ‘articles. 

Miss Story has now taken over the 
arrangement for the vio. ae 
Broadcasting Hour over WHO. 
first five talks were given by 4 
Spaulding, the sixth by Miss Robinson 
and the seventh by Miss Story. Others 
will follow. These talks were origi 
scheduled for 6:15 every Thursday eve 
ning but the time was then changed to 

and it has now been changed to 
5:15. Inasmuch as this is complimen 
tary on the part of the station very 
naturally preference must be given to 
the ‘‘paid’’ talkers. 

Mrs. Humeston, chairman of th 
Membership Committee, has been 
active as will be noted from the list 
memberships received from prominent 
people. 

Miss Wieder has been busy in her 
county with talks before all kinds of 
organizations. She has been er 
orary member of the 4-H Club of 
Hawk county in an initiation on‘a re 
cent date. This makes her a life mem 
ber of the State and National Organi- 
zation. 

Interest in Black Hawk county if 
the coming demonstration has 
shown by a letter received at the 
brary Commission office from one @ 
the teachers in Black Hawk ce 
saying that they are looking fo 
eagerly to September and the co 
of the book wagon. 

This project is one in which 
library, librarian and library 
the state should be vitally inte 
because success here will mean the 
ing of county libraries much earher® 
other counties. It is a cooperative Wi 
dertaking in which everybody im @® 
state has a part and in which there® 
something for everybody to do. 
only anxiety to be felt by lib 
this matter is failure in doing @ 
share and, therefore, not having 
in this state-wide enterprise. 

Naturally the first thing for 
brarian to do is to see that her HDI 
pays its institutional dues, that” 
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pays her own, secures dues from the 
library board, and then appoints some- 
one to solicit dues from interested citi- 
zens in the community. Of course this 
person should be confirmed by the 


board. 

Second, she should see that full pub- 
licity through the newspaper is given 
to all matters connected with the 
demonstration. 

Third, each librarian could very well 
make a survey of her county such as 
has been made in Black Hawk county. 
Miss Story says it will be great fun. 
This must be done, of course, in co- 
operation with various county officials. 
Outline for this survey will be fur- 
nished from the Library Commission 
upon request. 

Lastly, librarians can help very 
greatly by sending interesting items 
from their libraries along the line of 
county library or the Black Hawk 
County Demonstration to Miss Story 
for publicity use. 


Equalizing Library Opportunities in 
Town and Country* 
BY W. F. KUMLIEN 
Professor of Rural Sociology, South Dakota 
State College 


The free public library is now gen- 
erally accepted as an integral and es- 
sential part of our American life. Next 
to the school and church, it is becoming 
our most useful social institution in the 
community. 

Notwithstanding this fact, there is at 

present a conspicuous inequality of li- 
brary service between urban and rural 
peoples throughout practically all of the 
United States. 
_ Out of approximately 6,000 libraries 
in this country only 738 or slightly over 
12 per cent of the total are county and 
township units which serve both town 
and country peoples. The balance of 
nearly 88 per cent of the public li- 
braries are not only located in towns 
and cities but receive their support 
from and serve only urban peoples. 

Of the people living in cities of 2,500 
or over in the United States, 94 per 


Ctiinttineeniy 
*Extracts from an 
annual meeting 





~¥ odaress presented at the 
owe Library Association, 
Des Moines, October 14-16, 1929. 


cent have access to public library serv- 
ice. In the small towns, villages and 
open country districts only 17 per cent 
have library service. 

In a recent research study made by 
the speaker, dealing with public li- 
brary conditions in South Dakota, it 
was found that taking into considera- 
tion all public library borrowers, 96.8 
per cent live in towns and cities, while 
only 3.2 per cent are farmers. In ex- 
penditures for library service, the 
townspeople spend 38 cents per capita 
per year, and the farmers only 4 cents 
per capita. 

In another study within a typical 
eastern county in this same state, it 
was found that 84 per cent of the farm- 
ers read a daily paper, 83 per cent farm 
journals, 65 per cent read country 
weeklies, but only 38 per cent of the 
adults had read a book during the year. 

Another phase of this inequality in 
library service, existing between town 
and country, relates to the dearth of 
good reading materials available for 
farm children. In the main, the rural 
child’s world of books is limited to 
what is found in the local one-room 
rural school library. 

However in most states, this one-room 
rural school library is quite inadequate 
in both support and service to meet the 
reading needs of farm children. 

In South Dakota, the typical rural 
school library averages only eight 
books per pupil. The book titles are 
usually not well chosen. The state li- 
brary law provides annually for only 
10 cents per child of school age out of 
tax funds. This means that the average 
district obtains only from $1.50 to $2.00 
per year from the library fund. This 
is not sufficient to even replace the 
books which are worn out or destroyed. 
Accordingly, the rural school is driven 
to supplement this library fund from 
other sources, such as entertainments 
or socials given in the district. 

In contrast to this an entirely differ- 
ent situation prevails in the counties 
with county libraries. For instance, in 
Potter county, South Dakota, last year 
the county library loaned books to 
every rural teacher but one. Forty-five 
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rural teachers borrowed a total of 
1,804 books to re-loan to their pupils, 
thus averaging slightly over 40 books 
per average school of 14 pupils, or 
nearly 3 books per pupil. In many in- 
stances, these same books, while in the 
pupil’s home, would be read by the 
entire family. 

In the future we must keep in mind 
that library work will more and more 
become the heart of an elementary 
school education as it is now in a uni- 
versity or secondary educational course. 
Very rapidly, elementary schools are 
supplementing their regular text book 
work in reading, geography, history, 
civies, debate work, and even in science, 
with library assignments. What chance 
has the average rural school teacher to 
supplement her work in the rural 
school with library assignments at the 
present time? Where there is a county 
library, this is possible. 

In California where the county li- 

brary system has become the prevail- 
ing library system, not only supple- 
mentary reading materials are loaned 
to the rural schools but globes, maps, 
atlases, and debate materials as well. 
Perhaps the most significant service 
which the rural county library system 
ean render is to the rural school pupils 
in the county where the library is lo- 
cated. 
- If the equalizing of library oppor- 
tunities between town and country is a 
reasonable goal, by what means can it 
best be achieved? The city has the 
simplest problem with its relatively 
small geographical area, large taxable 
property values, and compact popula- 
tion groups. Most of our cities of 3,000 
and over already have a fairly workable 
locally supported library program in 
operation. It is in the small town and 
open country districts, however, where 
the greatest problem lies. 

If we apply an ‘‘ efficiency score card’’ 
to the 6,000 public libraries of the 
United States supported from public 
funds, we will find that as a general rule 
the only ones which can meet the test 
satisfactorily are those which have a 
population of 2,500 or over in the area 
of support. 

The American Library Association 








standards suggest that a commut 
cannot expect to receive good lib 
service for less than $1.00 per capita 
in the area of support. 

Other research authorities claim that 
an efficient library unit should havea 
minimum annual budget of approxi- 
mately $4,000 per year. 

If these authorities are somewhere 
nearly right, then the average small 
town of less than 2,500 cannot hope to 
locally support an independent library 
unit in a satisfactory manner. Either 
the burden of taxation will be exees 
sive per capita or else the library sery- 
ice will have to be reduced below the 
point of efficiency. 

Other library authorities suggest ad- 
ditional unit requirements besides ade 
quate financial support, such as: 

1. A trained librarian, employed fall 
time. 

2. A minimum active and circulating 
book collection of 5,000 volumes or an 
average of five volumes per card 
holder. 

3. A modern library building or its 
equivalent in adequate library space im 
some other building centrally | 

4. A group of active borrowers 
of each library unit. The borrowers 
should comprise at least 30 per cent of 
the population in the area of support. 

Assuming these requirements to be 
approximately correct, it would seem 
that the only hope for the small town 
of under 2,500 or the open country 
have adequate library service is to 
their interests in a county library sy# 
tem. 

The county library system with its 
carefully worked out branches offers 
all the advantages of a modern ‘a 
service and diffuses them equally to 
parts of a county, including both town 
and open country. 

Because of recent trends 
tion movements in the United 
many increasingly favor the plan of de 
tributing certain institutional costs. 
county areas rather than over small: 
areas of support. 

Census figures indicate that dur 
the last 20 years rural popu 
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in absolute numbers as well. In 1910 
the farm population in the United 
States was estimated by census authori- 
ties to be 32,760,960. Since that time 
the farm population has declined until 
it is now estimated to be 27,511,000. 
This is a net loss in numbers of over 
4,000,000 in 20 years. 

In Iowa the farm population de- 
clined 5.3 per cent from 1905 to 1915 
and then declined 6.1 per cent from 
1915 to 1925. Some 63 out of 99 Iowa 
counties showed a net loss in farm 
population during this last decade from 
1915 to 1925. 

The same trend has been noticeable 
in the decline of small towns and vil- 
lages in the Middle West during this 
same period. Selecting approximately 
200 small towns at random from the 
last state census returns, it was found 
that 42 per cent had declined in popu- 
lation since 1915. Just the opposite, 
however, is true of the larger towns 
and cities. With few exceptions they 
have and are increasing rapidly. 


In a like manner there is taking place 
a re-distribution of taxable property or 
wealth. In rural districts and in small 
towns since 1920 the net amount of tax- 
able property has either remained sta- 
tionary or is increasing relatively slow. 
In the city, however, nearly the oppo- 
site is true, as the ratio of net gain has 
been approximately 3 to 1 in favor of 
the city districts. 


By shifting the burden of support of 
certain institutions like the public li- 
brary to the county areas and away 
from the local areas would seem to 
help solve the problem of how to have 
the greatest burden of taxation borne 
by those with the greatest ability to 
pay, and at the same time equalize the 
quality of service available to all. 


Bearing these facts in mind in build- 
ing up a library system for the Middle 
West especially, we should make the 
unit of support such that all the popu- 
lation may be served equally well. If 
our present system of building inde- 
pendent community libraries continues, 
we will find that the rural areas have 
been left to organize their own system 


but with decreasing ability to pay 
for it. 


Unfortunately this system has been 
used up to the present in the support 
of other social institutions such as 
schools and churches. While on the 
face of it, it seems to be democratic, 
in reality it makes possible great peaks 
and valleys in the service rendered by 
these social institutions. 

Consequently in the larger cities we 
find outstanding churches and schools 
adequately supported and maintained 
while in most strictly farming districts 
where these institutions are maintained 
in like manner as a local unit, we find 
most of the schools and churches poorly 
supported and poorly organized. 

As yet the library system of America 
has not been fully completed and we 
still have a chance to prevent this un- 
equal distribution of service which we 
find in education and religion. 


The above facts lead one to the con- 
clusion that the county library seems to 
offer the best single solution to the li- 
brary problem from both a town and 
rural standpoint, in most parts of the 
Middle West. 


The outstanding advantages over any 
other type of library may be briefly 
summarized as follows: 

1. It equalizes library service be- 
tween town and country at a minimum 
cost. 

2. It meets all the tests for an effi- 
cient library in addition to making it 
possible for rural districts and small 
towns to have a library service which 
they could not hope to do independent- 
ly by themselves. 

3. It supplements the work of the 
rural school and helps to make it much 
more effective in meeting the educa- 
tional needs of farm children. 

4. It places the burden of the ex- 
pense on those areas and units of popu- 
lation which are most able to pay. 


Subscription Books Bulletin 
This new quarterly periodical, the 
first number of which appeared in 
January, should be in every library in 
the state as its low subscription price 
(Continued on page 77) 
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100% LIBRARY MEMBERSHIPS 


Muscatine 

Albia 

Marshalltown 

Grinnell 

Iowa Library Commission 

Mason City 

Waterloo 

Storm Lake 

Clarion 

Monticello 

Newton 

Iowa Library Association 
Executive Board 











Iowa Library Association 
Membership 

According to the new by-laws adopt- 
ed at the Des Moines meeting in 1929, 
membership of the libraries in the state 
is now based on the number of volumes, 
libraries having 35,000 volumes or over 
paying $10.00, those having between 
15,000 and 35,000 volumes $5.00 and 
less than 15,000 volumes $2.50. The 
following list is based on this classifi- 
cation. 

This membership entitles the library 
to one vote only. The librarians, trus- 
tees and staff are expected to come in 
under individual memberships of $1.00. 

In order to raise money for the 
County Demonstration, this year, a 
two-year membership is being suggest- 
ed and many librarians and individuals 
are paying for one year in advance. 

A 100 per cent class has been estab- 
lished of libraries which have paid the 
library dues and of which all the trus- 
tees and members of the staff have paid 
dues for either one or two years. 

A number of state and other notables 
and interested citizens have joined 
through the efforts of Mrs. Humeston, 
chairman of the Membership Commit- 
tee, and others. Each library should 
have a representative of this commit- 
tee who wiil make it her business to 
secure memberships from such citizens. 
This has been done in but few cases as 
is indicated by the lists. 

The number of 100 per cent libraries 
is too small and the number of insti- 





tutional library memberships is not 
what it should be. 

No memberships reported in last 
month’s Quarterly are repeated this 
month with the exception of the 100 


per cent libraries. 
$10.00 Memberships 


Burlington Public Library 
Clinton Public Library 
Davenport Public Library 
Trustees 
hs Cc. H. Claussen 


Carl E. Schlegel 
Martin Silberstein 
Mrs. J. W. Watzek 
Staff * 
Grace Shellenberger 
Eunice Christiansen 
Zella Clapp. 
Elizabeth Coleman 
Katherine Daly 
Addie Gilbert 
Mrs. Percy Irvine 
Hope McKinney 
Elizabeth Martin 
Kathryn Mier 
Martha Offerman 
Katherine Roberts 
‘Mildred Senn 
Mrs. N. Smoley 
Edna Thuenen 
Alma Treiber 
George Ullrich 
Lyra irth 
Des Moines Public Library 
Trustees 
John DeMar 
Mrs. Mary Galbraith* 
Staff 
Forrest B. Spaulding* 
Mae Anders* 
Irene Anderson 
Mrs. Louise Andrews 
Mrs. Birchard 
Ruth Carson* 
Zella Cetron 
Iva Cohen 
Cleta Conway 
Helen Dewey 
Alice Divelbess 
Mrs. Georgia L. Easter* 
A. Jean Evans 
Mrs. Ada Harney 
Irene Keefner 
Olivia McCabe* 
Carol McDermott 
Mrs. Ada Miller* 
Louise Orwig* 
Florence Ostlund 
Eva M. Page* 
Mrs. Louise Parker 
Mrs. Howard Peterson 
Helen Phillips 
h Scroggs 
Kathleen Shreeves 
Lorene Sterling 
Harriet Turner* 
Doris Welstead 
Bertha B. Wilson* 
ae Public Library 
Sta 


May M. Clarkt 
Elsie Datisman 
Louise Harragan 
Mrs. Harriet Hogan 
Edith Lane 
Mary Linehan 
Adele Meyer 
Elizabeth Reu 
Irene Slevken 
Evelyn Widmeier 
Keokuk Public Library 
Trustee 
Merta Mitchell 
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brarian 
inanie P. Fulton 
Mason City Public Library 
ustees 
"ve. G. 8. C. Andrich* 
Mrs. Lee R. Bailey* 
Dr. C. E. Dakin* 
Mrs. C. H. McNider 
Mrs. J. A. Senneff, Sr.* 
taff 
ao M. Barrett* 
Kathryn Anderson 
Katherine Dakin 
Alma Davis 
Zellah Dean 
Bonnie Feldman 
Mrs. B. F. Gabbert 
Dorothy Peterson 
Virginia Soukup 
Esther Steinberg* 
Opal Tanner* 
Sioux City Public Library 
St 


aff 
Mildred Pike* 
Hazel Conway 
Iva Glessner* 
Charlotta Hoskins 
Eleanor Jones 
Christian Lambert 
Janet Mercer 
Rose O’Connor* 
Donna Shaw 
Helen A. Slater 
Claire Stilson 
Kathryn Tharp* 
Waterloo Public Library 
Trustees 
Mrs. R. A. Folk 
J. J. Fressle 
F. J. Hanlon 
B. B. Lichty 
Jackson McCoy 
A. C. Willford 
Mrs. A. A. Zimmerman 
Staff 
Callie Wieder* 
Dorothy Allen 
Mrs. J. F. Ballensifer 
Bessie Davis 
Mary Echas 
Theresa Feyereisen 
Genevieve Gowans 
Ruth Gruener 
Mrs. Helen Gillilan 
Lorraine Hallowell 
Della Hitch 
Reba Miller 
Monica Nettleton 
Lucile Stull 
Interested Citizens 
Lulu Moser 
Ida Schwind 


$5.00 Memberships 
Ames Public Library* 
Librarian—Letha M. Davidsou 
Boone Public Library 
Trustee—Mary E. Bork* 
Cedar Falls Public Library 
Charles City Public Library 
Fort Dodge Public Library® 
Fort Madison Public Library* 
Librarian—Rebecca Hesser 
Mount Pleasant Public Library 
Newton Public Library 
Trustees 
M. G. Addicks 
Mrs. John P. Clarkson 
Mrs. Keith Hamil 
C. A. Hogle , 
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Staff tad 
Gypsy Patton 
Clara Byers 
Blanche Maytag 
Interested Citizen 
Mrs. John irae pe 
Storm Lake Public Library 
stees 
Robert Bleakly* 
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A. H. Cunningham* 
Mrs. J. H. O’Donoghue* 
Mrs. U. 8. Parish* 

F. F. Tellier* 

L. O. Thomas* 

Freda Witter* 


Staff 
Elizabeth Walpole* 
Mrs. Z. Z. White* 
$2.50 Memberships 
Alpe Public Library 
ibrarian—Mrs. Lura Sanders* 
Alta Public <r yt 
Anamosa Public Library* 
Interested Citizens 
Clifford L. Niles* 
G. G. Van Buren 
Britt Public Library 
Carroll Public Library 
Centerville Public Library* 
Clarion Public Library 
Trustees 
Cc. H. Crowe* 
E. O. Hansen* 
J. K. Hilton* 
Mrs. E. D. Tompkins* 
Mrs. G. W. Young* 
Librarian 
Mrs. Belle Birdsall* 
Corning Public Library 
Corydon Public Library* 
Cresco Public Library 
Decorah Public ong ot 
Eagle Grove Public Library* 
Eldon Public Library 
Emmetsburg Public Library* 
Estherville Public Library 
Lucile Peterson, Librarian 
Mrs. Lola Hate Case, Assistant 
Forest City Public Library 
Greene Public Library 
Greenfield Public Library 
Hampton Public Library* 
Humboldt Public Library* 
Ida Grove Public Library* 
Indianola Public Library 
Trustees 


Dr. G. A. Grant 
Mrs. Carl Johnson 
Carl Lane 

Mrs. Joe Watson 


Lire ee E. McCoy* 
Knoxville Public Library* 
Laurens Public Library 
Logan Public Library* 
Manchester Public Library® 
Maquoketa Public Library 
Marion Public Library 
Monticello Public Library* 


Trustees 
Mrs. H. M. Carpenter, Jr.* 
Rev. Leonard Duckett* 
Ray Echtemacht* 
Mrs. 8S. Guyan 
Janet Hazard 


Librarian—Florence Noble 
Interested Citizens 
H. M. Carpenter ($5.00) 
Mary F. Carpenter* 
Mrs. Harriet Coughlan* 


Luna F. Templeton* 
Mount Ayr Public Library* 
Nashua Public Library* 
Northwood Public Library* 
Oelwein Public Library* 
Onawa Public Library 
Osceola Public Librar 

Librarian—Clarice ird 
Parkersburg Public Library® 
Pella Public aay 
Pocahontas Public brary 
Red Oak Public Library 
Reinbeck Public Library 
Riceville Public Library* 
Spirit Lake Public Library* 
































Tama Public Library* 
ane Public Library 
Toledo Public Library 
Villisca Public Library 
Washington Public Library® 
Waukon Public Library 
Wayland Public sgetary 
West Branch Public Library 
West Liberty Public Library* 


Individuals 


State Officials (Memberships secured by Mrs. 
D. 8. Humeston) 

Governor Hammill 

R. e Johnson, State Treasurer 

J. Long, State Auditor 

M. “% Thornburg, Secretary of Agricul- 
ture 

George T. Baker, Davenport, President 
State Board of Education* 

Ss. J. Galvin, Hampton, State Board of 
Education* 

Ww. C. Saenger, Lisbon, State Board of 
Education 

O. H. Michael, Ottumwa, State Board of 
Control 

Dan Turner, 
Governor* 

Senator D. F. Steck, Ottumwa 

E. H. Campbell, Congressman 

Cyrenus Cole, Cedar Rapids, 
man* 

W. F. Kopp, Mt. Pleasant, Congressman* 

Cc. W.. Ramseyer, Bloomfield, Congress- 


for 


Corning, Candidate 


Congress- 


da ‘Thurston, Osceola, Congressman 


Lloy 
Interested Citizens 
Albia 
Caroline Christie* 
W. A. Flynn 
eaps, Jr. 


Gladwin McRill 
Dubuque 

Mrs. Herbert Adams, Chairman Library 

Extension Committee of the I. F. W. C.* 

Muscatine 

Mrs. Augusta Echbach* 

F. C. Vetter* 
Stanwood 

Hon. C. L. Rigley 


Librarians and Trustees 


Cedar Rapids 
Trustees 
Luther A. Brewer 
W. L. Harrison 
—< - 
oanna Ha 
Marcella Kiein 
Cherokee 
Elsie B. Dann, 
Clear Lake 
Mrs. M. 
Des Moines 
Mrs. Emily Johnson, Matron State His- 
torical Building 
Farmington 
Mrs. William Knott, Librarian 
Garner 
Mrs. F. M. Spayde, Librarian 
Lamoni 
Lydia Elefson, Trustee 
Spe 


neer 
Mrs. William Olds, 
Vinton 

ln my ry Williams, 


Webster C 
. ae Assistant 


Jessie 
Colleges 


Parsons College, Fairfield 

Jessie Ferguson, State Teachers’ College Li- 
ae. i Cedar Falls 

Mant Figo, ee College Library, 


Betty’ Pritchett Coe College Library, Cedar 


Assistant Librarian 


J. Bowman, Librarian 


Librarian 


Librarian 


Two years. 
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Inez Smith, Simpson College Library, Ip- 


dianola 
Gifts for Books 

Fairfield Women's Club 
B. P. O. E.. Muscatine 
Ethics Club, Muscatine 
ae ay Club, poapensine. 

apter F. Muscatine 
Fee ntioth Century cae Muscatine. 
Twentieth Century Club, Stanton 
Sutherland Music and Art C 
Tuesday Club, Davenport 





Summer Courses in Li Training 
State University of 
The University offers this year for 
the twenty-ninth time a brief course in 
librarianship. The following seven 
courses are to be given: 
Library Administration. 
Reference. 
Cataloguing. 
Classification. 
Book Selection. 
Library Work with Children, and 
School Library Service. 
Instruction will cover the fundamen- 
tal principles in all of these basic sub- 
jects. The course in Library Adminis 
tration is planned to meet the needs of 
students interested in public or college 
library work, while the last course, 
School Library Service, is for those 
who intend to be school librarians. The 
other five courses are essential for all 
students. 
Registration dates are June 6-7. In 
struction begins June 9 and continues 
through July 17. 


The faculty comprises: 

Emma Felsenthal, of the University of Iowa 
Library, Acting Director, and Instructor 
in Reference Work; 

Julia A. Robinson, Secretary of Iowa Li 
brary Commission, Instructor in Library 
Administration : 

Marjorie Doud, Chief of Readers’ Advisory 
Service, St. Louis Public Library, Instrue 
tor in Book Selection; 

Janet Arie, School Librarian, Cedar Rapids, 
Instructor in Classification and Cale 
loguing ; 

Alice M. Waldron, Librarian, Park College, 
Parkville, Missouri, Instructor in Classift 
cation and Cataloguing ; 

Cecile Evans, formerly Children’s Librarian, 
State Normal School, Bellingham, Wash 
ington, Instructor in School Library Sere 
ice and LTAbrary Work with Children: 


In addition, there will be three re 
visers and a general assistant. 

The school will again have its com- 
fortable quarters in the study halls of 
the university. 
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A bulletin deseribing the work of 
‘the school in some detail is available 
and may be obtained from the Univer- 
sity Registrar or from the Acting Di- 
rector of the Library School. 

The Conference for Library Workers 
will occur on July 3 following the close 
of the American Library Association 
Conference in San Francisco. There 
should be a large attendance of lowa 
librarians at our University Conference, 
as an opportunity will be given to hear 
a report of the larger meeting in the 
West and to listen to stimulating 
speakers. 





Committees 


Iowa Library Association, 1929-30 
County Library— 
Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, Grinnell, 
Chairman. 
Alice Story, Marshalltown. 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City. 
Callie Wieder, Waterloo. 
Mrs. Herbert Adams, Dubuque ( Represent- 
ing I. F. W. C.) 
Mrs. Bert McKee, Des Moines (Represent- 
ing P.-T. A.) 
Lulu Moser, Waterloo 
Farm Bureau). 
Legislative— 
Chas. H. Brown, Ames, Chairman. 
Forrest B. Spaulding, Des Moines, Secre- 
tary. 
Mayor C. V. Findley, Fort Dodge. 
Don Berry, Indianola. 
Irving C. Johnson, Oskaloosa. 
Mrs. H. W. Spaulding, Grinnell. 
Membership— 
Mrs. D. S. Humeston, Albia, Chairman. 
May M. Clark, Dubuque. 
Elizabeth Walpole, Storm Lake. 
Irving G. Richman, Muscatine. 
Mrs. H. M. Carpenter, Jr., Monticello. 
Publicity— 
Alice Story, Marshalltown, Chairman. 
Mrs. Mildred Howe, Des Moines. 
Lydia M. Barrette, Mason City. 
Mrs. Mildred O. Petersen, Des Moines. 
Relation to Book Sellers and Publishers— 
Mae C. Anders, Des Moines, Chairman. 
May B. Ditch, Ottumwa. 


(Representative 





Sections 
Iowa Library Association, 1929-30 

Children’s Librarians— 

Alma Davis, Mason City, Chairman. 

Katherine Roberts, Davenport. 

Carol McDermott, Des Moines. 
Colleges and Universities— 

Mary Humphrey, S. U. I., Iowa City, Chair- 

man 


Betty Pritchett, Coe College, Cedar Rapids. 
Elva ‘Rulon, Parsons College, Fairfield. 


Large Libraries— 
Mrs. Cora P. Millard, Burlington, Chair- 
man. 
Doris Greene, Council Bluffs. 
Iva Glessner, Sioux City. 


School Libraries— 
Nelle Martin, Cedar Rapids, Chairman. 
Catherine Cruikshank, Fort Dodge. 
Mrs. J. T. Griffith, Des Moines. 


. Small Libraries— 
Golda Ausbury, Nevada, Chairman. 
Mrs. Ethel Moffitt, Denison. 
Marjorie Powers, Iowa Falls. 


Special College Survey (Continued)— 
Karl T. Jacobson, Luther College, Decorah 
Chairman. 
May Hunt, Penn College, Oskaloosa. 
Trustees— 
Mrs. T. G. White, Humboldt, Chairman. 
H. B. Jones, Clinton. 
Mrs. \R. A. Folk, Waterloo. 





‘*Tarzan’’ 


Frequent calls for the Tarzan books 
in public libraries and the Traveling 
Library leads the editor to call atten- 
tion to the address of Professor A. B. 
Noble of the State College at the Ames 
meeting of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion. This was printed in the Jowa Li- 
brary Quarterly (Oct.-Nov.-Dec., 1921), 
page 56, volume 9, under the title, 
**Stepping Stones to Correct Taste.’’ 


Librarians would do well to turn to 
this article and fortify their ‘‘pure 
minds by way of remembrance’’ on the 
inferiority of these and similar books. 
Libraries should leave this class of 
reading to the newspapers, which seem 
to have no standards in the reading 
matter they are willing to furnish. 


There are a number of books of 
African adventure which may well be 
substituted in calls for these books. 





Stereoscopic Views 


The Iowa Library Commission has to 
loan to libraries and schools a growing 
collection of Stereoscopic Views, geo- 
graphical, industrial and miscellaneous, 
and a limited number of stereoscopes 
are also available. 


The usual provisions apply—paying 
of transportation and the length of loan 
being one month. 
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Book Clubs and Libraries 


The presence in the state of a repre- 
sentative of one of the book clubs 
soliciting library memberships in that 
club and the offers being made by that 
and another book club of free gifts of 
certain books of the club in connection 


with periodical subscriptions, centers | 


attention on the question of library 
membership in such clubs. 

The advantages urged by the club in 
question are the greater discount for 
the books offered and the earlier knowl- 
edge and receipt of books after publi- 
cation. The last argument loses force 
in Iowa with the Monthly List of the 
Library Commission. 

The first argument would have cer- 
tain weight if all the books furnished 
by the club during the year were such 
as the library would otherwise buy or 
would be desirable books for the li- 
brary to have. But experience has 
shown that not infrequently the selec- 
tions of the clubs have been such books 
as the library would feel compelled, by 
the sentiment of the community, to re- 
tire to seclusion or deposit in the fur- 
nace. 


The selections also often include 
books which would have place in a 
library that could afford to buy them. 

Two questions to be considered in 
buying a book are, what will it cost 
and, second, is it the best book we can 
get for that money to occupy a place 
on our crowded shelves? 


The elimination of both classes will 
eut down the number of usable books 
coming through a book club, and will 
also cut down the discount, and ma- 
terially reduce the advantage of club 
membership. 


For books which would be added 
anyway this method of book distribu- 
tion does not increase either the num- 
ber of readers or the number of books 
read. 


These are matters to be considered 
by a library board before joining a 
book elub or in taking stock of the 
advantages gained to the library at the 
end of a year’s experiment. 





Rural Library Extension Institute 


This institute, which is being planne® 
by the A. L. A. Committee on Library 
Extension, will be in session from June 
30th to July 18th at the College of 
Agriculture of the University of Wis. 
econsin at Madison. It will be held in 
connection with the annual Rural 
Leadership Summer School of the Col- 
lege of Agriculture. 


Alice S. Tyler, until recently dean of - 
the Library School of Western Reserve 
University, has accepted the director- 
ship of the Rural Library Extension In- 
stitute, and Harriet C. Long of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
will conduct one of the courses. 


Miss Tyler, who is an outstanding 
figure in library activity, will conduet 
the lectures and discussion groups in 
state library extension. Miss Tyler is 
known also as former secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission and brings 
to her work a combination of extension 
and teaching background. She is one 
of the four women ever to have held 
the office of president of the A. L. A 
during the fifty years of its existence. 


Harriet C. Long is author of a book 
on ‘‘County Library Service.’’ She is 
chief of the traveling library and study 
club department of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission. Her background 
in extension work includes experience 
as county librarian in California and 
Ohio. 

Prompt registration is required, and 
communications should be addressed to 
the Executive Assistant, Committee on 
Library Extension, American Library 
Association, 520 N. Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago. 





Additional Memberships 
$2.50 Memberships 


Arthur Public Library 
Rockwell City Public Library* 
Sac City Public Library* 
Sanborn Public Library* 


Individual Memberships 


Atlantic 

Gertrude Barnard, Librarian 
Oskaloosa 

May Hunt, Librarian, Penn College 
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The First Assistant 


George was not one of the quietly 
efficient helpers in the high school li- 
brary. He was merely a small under- 
nourished looking lad with an indiffer- 
ent sort of hair cut and mouse colored 
clothes. The only thing about him that 
might make you even notice him was his 
cheap yellow shoes. For several days 
he had been coming into the library, 
taking one of the source books on an- 
cient history by William Stearns Davis 
from the shelf, when he was not required 
to do so, and unobtrusively sitting down 
to read. One day, however, the book 
was not available, and trying to find 
him something similar the librarian dis- 
covered that he was reading Greek his- 
tory for pleasure. Other students, when 
they did not have to study or look up 
something, would thumb the well worn 
college and high school annuals that 
had been presented to the library. 


He seemed to have almost unlimited 
time to spend in the library. When the 


librarian asked him if he did not have 


any lessons to prepare or if he was not 
due in a class the next period he non- 
commitally answered no and went on 
reading. Further query as to whether 
his grades were good elicited the evasive 
reply that he had never failed in any 
subjeet. After some time the librarian 
found out the reason for his unusual 
amount of leisure. He had had some 
trouble with the manual training teacher 
and had been dismissed from class with 
the remark that he need not come back 
until he was willing to acknowledge that 
he was in the wrong. Part of the trou- 
ble seemed to be that the teacher would 
not accept his excuses for absence. Prob- 
ably there was some injustice here. For 
George had an unusually unhappy home. 
_His father owned a sort of combina- 
tion grocery and ‘‘hot-dog’’ stand; but 
it was generally surmised that he really 
made his living by bootlegging. George’s 
mother, drudge in a too large household, 
had one stormy night the previous 
spring trudged the five miles to a nearby 
lake in order to end her miserable ex- 
istence. But George, accidentally over- 
caring some men discussing her 
disappearance, set out in his father’s 


ramshackle Ford and overtook her a 
short way from the water. She pro- 
tested at not being allowed to go on her 
way, but in the end she dully consented 
to return home Under such cireum- 
stances it is not td be imagined that 
George had much pleasure in life. 


One day, when none of the appointed 
helpers was at hand, the librarian asked 
the ever present George to move a pile 
of books for her. He leaped to assist 
her and offered to do anything else he 
could to help. From that day on he was 
literally her chief assistant. She could 
not very well displace any of the regu- 
lar assistants, who had been chosen for 
scholastic ability and leadership among 
the students. But George helped with 
all sorts of odd jobs—shelving, pasting, 
shellacing, even removing old labels. The 
last mentioned was a messy job that the 
others disliked doing. George seemed 
eager and happy to do anything. 


Often he would talk quite freely with 
the librarian when there were no others 
present. This would frequently be 
when all the other students had gone 
home. At times George almost had to 
be invited to leave; so enamored was he 
of the place. Durjng these talks the 
librarian learned Thore of his love of 
reading. Even his poor sort of home 
had some books. There was an old set 
of Dickens and a few of Thackeray’s 
novels. These he had read and reread 
long ago. The high school library had 
almost nothing for recreational reading; 
so it was fortunate for George that the 
town had a good public library. As 
was to be expected, George was an in- 
satiable patron of the public library. 

One morning before school the li- 
brarian had just found a ‘‘thin book 
with large print’’ requested somewhat 
sheepishly by the school’s star football 
player for a book report that must be 
handed in that day, when George burst 
into the library. He too had to have a 
report ready, in fact he had to have it 
for his Freshman English class the first 
period. He had read and enjoyed im- 
mensely the Dark Frigate, by Charles 
Boardman Hawes, but boylike he had 
left the report, which interested him not 
at all, to the last moment. The librarian 

































































































































helped him search for facts about the 
author’s life in the meager resources at 
hand, and told him about the presenta- 
tion of the Newberry award to the 
author’s widow, but George was not sat- 
isfied. The little booklet in which he 
was required to outline the books read 
demanded dates, but these seemed not 
to be found. Perhaps the public library 
would have something more, the li- 
brarian suggested. George remonstrated 
that it would be too late and departed 
somewhat crestfallen and with his faith 
in the librarian’s resourcefulness shaken. 
On one of his numerous later visits dur- 
ing the day, however, he confided that 
the teacher had not collected the book 
review booklets after all. He was going 
to try to get some information from 
Miss Bates at the public library that 
evening. 

He did. Miss Bates told the high 
school librarian the next evening that 
the previous night George had kept her 
looking up material on Hawes for at 
least half an hour after the library was 
closed. George’s persistence was re- 
warded by the elusive dates being found. 

When the high school annual came 
out at the end of the school year, most 
of the girls looked for their faces in the 
glee club and other group pictures 
while the boys pored over the many 
pages devoted to athletics. But George 
Greene was proud of the honorable men- 
tion he received on the page set aside 
for the high school library. 

—From a High School Librarian. 





A Library Extension Incident 

At Christmas time a country woman, 
with her brood of five, ranging in ages 
from eleven years to four months, came 
in, put down her dollar and said, 
*‘Grandpa gave the children a dollar 
to buy a library card so they could 
have books all the time.’’ 

About twice a week, when the 
weather is good they come in and get 
an exchange of books. We let them 
take four at a time so the mother has 
one for herself and four little folks 
have something for themselves. Very 
often they have their own list and know 
what to ask for. 








One country school, through its Par. 
ent-Teacher Association, paid ten dol- 
lars for library privileges and in ap. 
other school the pupils brought their 
nickels and dimes until they had five 
dollars collected for the same purpose, 
These, of course, are in townships that 
do not pay a library tax. 


The Unfinished Task* 
BY AGNES SAMUELSON 
Superintendent of Public instruction 





The importance of reading in the de | 


velopment of the intelligent citizenry 
fundamental and vital to a dem 
such as ours cannot be over- 
Reading is becoming more of a signifi- 
eant factor in progress every day. It 
has frequently been said that the two 
legs upon which a democracy stands 
are the public schools which lay the 
foundations of an education, and l- 
braries, books, and other printed ma- 
terials which are the means of continu 
ing education throughout life. 

Doctor William 8S. Gray, of Chi 
University, points out the fact that 
the past we relied almost entirely upon 
schools and colleges to educate the citi- 
zens. Now we have learned that edw 
cation is a process that continues 
throughout life. 

The realization of this fact has re 
sulted in two significant developments. 
The public school system has been e 
panded to include the secondary as well 
as the elementary level. The present 
evolution of the junior college seems to 
be another attempt at equalization of 
educational opportunity. The ecurriet 
lum has yielded to the demands of the 
changing times and now covers a 
tude of subjects. 

Paralleling the remarkable devel 
ment of the public schools and the 
leges, is the rapid establishment of - 
braries. Supplementing the instrue 
tion given in school as the library does, 
it may well be called a life-long com 
tinuation school whose entrance tT 
quirements are met by all who have 
the desire to read and the will to ma® 
ter its assential procedures. " 


With this Siamese-like development 





*Read at the Des Moines meeting of the 
I. L. A., October 15, 1929. =¢ 
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of the public school system and the 
public library service, each with a spe- 
cial function to serve in making edu- 
eational facilities continuous, arise 
questions of mutual interest to this 
conference. These are such problems 
as that of the cultivation of desirable 
reading tastes, the mastering of proper 
reading habits, and the working rela- 
tionships between the school and the 
public library. When these and other 
pertinent questions are analyzed, they 
resolve themselves into one paramount 
problem—that of the equalization of 
educational opportunity. The equaliza- 
tion of educational opportunity is the 
unfinished task in education and in li- 
brary service. This fundamental theory 
of our democracy should be realized in 
practice. 


The achievable A B C’s in equalizing 
educational opportunity have been 
stated by us on other occasions to be a 
clean, attractive, schoolhouse kept that 
way from year to year without extrav- 
agance; a usable course of study built 
upon modern and changing needs; ade- 
quate library and instructional equip- 
ment to carry on satisfactory work. Of 
course the teacher is the most strategic 
factor of all, for she can assume leader- 
ship in achieving these essentials. 


Fortunately progress is being made 
in our state in these items. Environ- 
ment is being made wholesome, a course 
of study has been placed in the hands 
of the teachers, and library books are 
being made available. The new library 
law requiring every district to pur- 
chase library books each year in the 
amount of fifteen cents per person 
enumerated in the district is an ad- 
vancement. At your last state conven- 
tion I related the activities in reading 
a8 carried on in a certain Iowa county 
made possible by the leadership of the 
county superintendent and the co- 
operation of the traveling library and 
the teachers of that county. This year 
I have another outstanding thing to 
tell you in which you will be greatly 
interested. The school boards of Web- 
ster county, under the leadership of 
County Superintendent Anna Johnson, 
have authorized the purchase of $25.00 
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worth of library books for practically 
every school in the county. That is an 
achievement desiring your applause. 

But when all the rural and town 
schools are equipped with adequate 
reading materials, there will still be 
need for the closest co-operation with 
the public libraries. No school or li- 
brary ever has too many reading ma- 
terials. There is no danger of that. 
With our mutual goal of equalizing 
educational opportunity, with the con- 
stant emphasis upon enriching the con- 
tent of instruction, and improving its 
technique, there is everything to gain 
and nothing to lose by friendly co- 
operation on the part of teacher and 
librarian. 

For years the wagon dispensing ex- 
tracts, liniments, and almanacs, has 
made periodic visits to the country 
home. Now a succession of the items of 
modern civilization come to the farm. 
The gasoline supply is replenished by 
the regular trips of the oil wagon. The 
daily paper is deposited each day in 
the mail box at the front gate by the 
faithful mail carrier. Spraying, poul- 
try culling, or canning demonstrations 
are brought to the community through 
the co-operation of agricultural agen- 
cies. In some districts the school bus 
transports the children to and from 
school. The radio furnishes market re- 
ports, world news, local or chain pro- 
gram as per tuning. The farm is not 
the isolated unit ‘‘shut in from all the 
world without’’ as described by Whit- 
tier in Snowbound poem. The whole 
world is at the service of the farmer 
according to its own admission—be the 
purpose altruistic or commercial. 

Why not a wagon of books for the 
country schoolhouse? 





(Continued from page 69) 
of $1.00 per year will save a library 
many times that amount if its recom- 
mendations are heeded. 

The subject of subscription books 
and sets is one to which every library 
board should give heed if money is to 
be expended judiciously and the library 
shelves not filled with useless sets or 
sets the contents of which could be bet- 
ter covered in other forms. 
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Library News of the State 


Bloomfield—Carmyn Evans has be- 
come an assistant in the public library. 

Burlington—Two marriages from the 
library staff are reported, that of Eliz- 
abeth Disque, who was married to Nor- 
man Walher on December 28th, and 
Katherine Rutherford, who married 
Paul J. Hanrahan on January 6th. 
Marjory Blyth has been appointed to 
fill the position on the staff of Kath- 
erine Rutherford. 


Cedar Falls—Ruth Marshall Allen, 
an assistant in the public library since 
her graduation in 1926, was recently 
married to Lloyd Bradford Snider. 

Council Bluffs—Marion Wadsworth, 
children’s librarian, has resigned to ac- 
cept a position in the children’s depart- 
ment of the Los Angeles library. Hester 
Meigs of Wisconsin Library school has 
been appointed to succeed her. Miss 
Meigs will begin work April first. 

Ruth Phillips of Cedar Falls joined 
the staff on January first, as loan desk 
assistant. 

The library had special displays dur- 
ing January of Art Books and of the 
work of modern illustrators. In Febru- 
ary the usual display of garden books 
was held. 

A special table for books for high 
school students has proved to be worth 
while this winter. Notes about new 
books, pictures of authors, poems, lists 
of books on special subjects on the 
bulletin boards help to call attention to 
various titles. This material is changed 
every week. As many new and attrac- 
tive editions as possible are selected for 
this collection. 

The women’s clubs and the Farm 
Bureau are cooperating in the effort to 
secure books for the County Library 
Demonstration in Black Hawk county. 

Davenport—The services of Mrs. E. 
H. Luett, for 28 years clerk of the 
board of trustees, was recognized at 
the time of her resignation recently 
with resolutions of appreciation of her 
long services. 











Two interesting displays have re 
eently been held in the library, one of 


daguerreotypes in the main cae 
room, and one of dolls in the children 
room. 

Headquarters of the federal census 
in Seott, Muscatine, Clinton and Jack- 
son counties is to be located in the east 
elub room on the, second floor of the 
library. 

Decorah — Public Library — An in- 
crease in the library levy is reported 
and an increast in the use of the i- 
brary. The library has been doi 
some excellent publicity work t 
the newspaper. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Ruth Shearer of Indianola is serving 


‘temporarily as general assistant for the 


Commission. Lester Stover has been 
added to the shipping force. 

Des Moines—Law Library—Wendall 
Huston, assistant law librarian, has re 
signed to accept a position in Chicago. 
No successor has been appointed. 

Des Moines—Library Club—A din 
ner was given by the club in December, 
at which J. Sidney Johnson, president 
of the Iowa Library Association, was 
present and spoke briefly. The address 
of the evening was given by Rev. 
Charles Dutton on the subject of 
‘What Modern Literature Is and How 
It Got That Way.’’ 

The February meeting was held at 
the Public Library in the form of 4 
Valentine party, at which a playlet was 
given and games played. 

Dexter—<A library operated under & 
library association, but sponsored i 
its beginning by the Parent-Teachers 
Association, has been started. A bem 
efit play, membership dues and dona 
tions have furnished a small sum for 
the purchase of books which are = 
plemented by a loan from the T 
ing Library. The room is furnished 
free. 

Eldora — County library privilege 
have recently been extended to Rad 
cliffe. This is the first town to come 
into the county system as must be dome — 
by a separate contract. a 

Fort Dodge—Miss Isabella Hoppet — 
librarian of the public library for # — 
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number of years, and H. Bernard Gray 
were married on February 19, 1930. 
Mrs. Gray will continue her work in 
the library. 

Grinnell—College Library — Isabelle 
Clark, after a leave of absence of one 
year, which was spent in the library of 
the Institute of Pacific Relations in 
Honolulu, returned to the library on 
February Ist. During her absence the 
library was very acceptably served by 
Gretta Smith as acting librarian. 


Indianola—Ruby Anderson of To- 
ledo, a senior in Simpson College, and 
Harriet McGee, a junior in the In- 
dianola high school, have begun ap- 
prentice work in the library. 


Iowa City—Library Club—Professor 
John T. Fredericks was the speaker at 
the last meeting of the Club. 


Iowa City—University Library—Dor- 
othy Comins, University of Michigan 
Library School, 1928, has joined the 
staff of the library as cataloguer, suc- 
ceeding Alma Hook, who has accepted 
a position in the library of the New 
Jersey College for Women. 

Florence Hoffa, of the lowa Summer 
Library School class of 1927, has been 
added to the staff of the order depart- 
ment. 

Clara Hinton, University of Wiscon- 
sin Library School, 1925, and cata- 
loguer in the Cedar Rapids Public Li- 
brary for four and one-half years, has 
become first assistant in the order de- 
partment. 

Kingsley — The Women’s Club is 
sponsoring a movement for the estab- 
lishment of a town library. 


Lamoni—Mrs. Lena Graham has been 
appointed on the library board to suc- 
ceed Eva Lewers. 

Fayette township has appropriated 
$100.00 toward the support of the li- 
brary. 


Lehigh—The Women’s Club is back 
of a movement for a library. Mrs. W. 
J. Schwendemann is chairman of the 
library committee of the club recently 
appointed. 

Monticello—Mrs. Laura H. Koop has 
resigned as trustee because of removal 





to Iowa City, and Mrs. Siegfried Guyan 
has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Nashua—Miss Eastman reports that 
twenty rural schools in the vicinity 
have used the library for their school 
work this year. 

Onawa—H. W. Hartman, trustee, has 
resigned because of removal from town, 
and J. H. McBurney has been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

Sheldon—Laura Shipley has been 
granted a leave of absence because of 
illness, which we hope will be short. 
Mrs. Electra McIntire, former librarian, 
is acting librarian in her absence. 


Shell Rock—A library has recently 
been started with a collection of books 
by donation, supplemented by a loan 
from the Traveling Library. Gladys 
Ressler is librarian. 


Sibley—A flag was recently pre- 
sented to the library by the local D. A. 
R. chapter in memory of Dorothy 
Seott, a member of the chapter, who 
died recently. 

Mrs. Harvey entertained the col- 
legians, at home for the holidays, with 
a tea at the library, which was well 
attended. 


Sioux City—Edward E. Baron has 
been appointed on the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
A. L. Fribourg. 

The hospital department has been 
presented by the prevocational boys of 
Woodrow Wilson junior high school, 
with twelve magazine racks, to be used 
in the hospitals. 

An extension course by Professor V. 
E. Stansbury of Morningside College 
will be presented in the lecture room 
of the library. 

Contracts for the erection of the 
$10,000 Riverside branch of the library 
have been approved, and work on the 
new building will begin at once. This 
building will be the fourth of the six to 
be erected from the $100,000 bond 
issue. 


Volga—A small tax levy has been 
made by the city council for the sup- 
port of the library. 


Waterloo—By. action. of the city 
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council, at the request of the library 
board, ‘the board has been reduced to 
five members. This could be done only 
by a corresponding number of vacan- 
cies by term expiration or otherwise on 
the board. 

West Branch—Rev. Aaron Christian- 
sen has been appointed on the library 
board to fill an existing vacancy. 





Gifts 


It is gratifying to report two large 
gifts to libraries this month. 


Corning—The public library has re- 
ceived a gift of ten thousand dollars 
for an addition to the library from Mrs. 
Laura Okey as a memorial to her father 
and mother, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Turner. 
Mrs. Turner was a member of the first 
board of trustees, and one of the foun- 
ders of the library, and after her death 
Mr. Turner was appointed to take her 
place on the board, serving until his 
death last year. 


The present Corning library build- 
ing, erected in 1900, was a gift from Dr. 
and Mrs. A. A. Rawson. In the t) ty 
years since it was built the library °s 
grown in size and usefulness until the 
present quarters are altogether inade- 
quate, and Mrs. Okey has generously 
made it possible to build over and en- 
large the present building. Among 
other convenient features which will be 
a part of the addition, will be an as- 
sembly room, which the old building 
did not have, and which has been great- 
ly needed. The library will be closed 
the first of April and the building will 
be pushed as rapidly as possible during 
the summer. The old building which 
the new building is to replace has been 
sold for two hundred dollars. 


Stuart—Mrs. Mary McCrea, former 
resident of Stuart who recently died in 
California, has bequeathed $10,000 for 
a library building. As Stuart already 
has a Carnegie building this will mean 
a much needed addition. 


Decorah—Mr. and Mrs Herbert Paine 
have added another unit to the collec- 
tion of juvenile books given as a me- 
morial to their daughter, Marion. 


Decorah—The Luther College— 
library has recently been the recipi 
of a large gift of books from the “dnd 
of the late Prof. Haldor Hanson, whe 
as curator of the museum at Lather, 
became interested in collecting be 
produced by or relating to Ameri 
of Norwegian birth or extraction ont £ 
had already accumulated a consider. — 
able collection of this type before he 
left Decorah. He continued to increase — a 
this collection, so that at the time it 
came into the possession of the library — 
it had reached a total of more 
three thousand volumes and pam 
lets. 


This collection will still f 
strengthen the library in the field o 
Norwegica-Americana in which 
probably already is found more 
terial at Luther College than at 
other institution in the country. 


Greene—Several years ago Judge 
Greene created an endowment fund for 
the purchase of books for the libr 
To this fund his sons and dav 
have recently added $100, and Mr.. 
Mrs. W. J. Greene of Cedar 5 j 
have given in addition $300 for t 
purchase of a charging desk for 
library, and loeal gifts, bring the t 
eash gifts to the library since the ¢ 
cation to $580.00. 


Grundy Center—The library has re 
ceived a gift of $50.00 a year to be 
pended for children’s books from 
Edna Williams Hayes. 


Iowa City—University Library— 
accordance with the will of the 
Professor Marlow A. Shaw, for 
years a member of the English Depa 
ment of the University of Iowa, 
library has received his entire e 
tion of books, consisting of apf 
mately 1,000 volumes of standard 
of English literature. These will f 
a usable and valuable addition to tl 
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Mount Pleasant—Mrs. Ed MeA 
has given to the library the lib 
her father and brother, consi 
miscellaneous collection of 800 








